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Generic Level Descriptors: Section A 
Target: AO2: Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/or 
contemporary to the period, within its historical context. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
1 1–3 

	  
	  
	  
	  

• Demonstrates surface level comprehension of the source material 
without analysis, selecting some material relevant to the question, but 
in the form of direct quotations or paraphrases.  

• Some relevant contextual knowledge is included, with limited linkage to 
the source material.  

• Evaluation of the source material is assertive with little or no supporting 
evidence. Concepts of reliability or utility may be addressed, but by 
making stereotypical judgements.	  

2 4–7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Demonstrates some understanding and attempts analysis of the source 
material by selecting and summarising information and making 
undeveloped inferences relevant to the question.  

• Contextual knowledge is added to information from the source material 
to expand, confirm or challenge matters of detail.  

• Evaluation of the source material is related to the specified enquiry but 
with limited support for judgement. Concepts of reliability or utility are 
addressed mainly by noting aspects of source provenance and 
judgements may be based on questionable assumptions. 

3 8–12 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

• Demonstrates understanding of the source material and shows some 
analysis by selecting key points relevant to the question, explaining 
their meaning and selecting material to support valid inferences  

• Deploys knowledge of the historical context to explain or support 
inferences as well as to expand, confirm or challenge matters of detail. 

• Evaluation of the source material is related to the specified enquiry and 
explanation of utility takes into account relevant considerations such as 
nature or purpose of the source material or the position of the author. 
Judgements are based on valid criteria but with limited justification. 

4 13–16 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

• Analyses the source material, interrogating the evidence to make 
reasoned inferences and to show a range of ways the material can be 
used, for example by distinguishing between information and claim or 
opinion, although treatment of the two enquiries may be uneven. 

• Deploys knowledge of the historical context to illuminate and/or discuss 
the limitations of what can be gained from the content of the source 
material, displaying some understanding of the need to interpret source 
material in the context of the values and concerns of the society from 
which it is drawn. 

• Evaluation of the source material uses valid criteria which are justified 
and applied, although some of the evaluation may be weakly 
substantiated. Evaluation takes into account the weight the evidence will 
bear as part of coming to a judgement.	  

5 17–20 
	  
	  

• Interrogates the evidence of the source in relation to both enquiries with 
confidence and discrimination, making reasoned inferences and showing 
a range of ways the material can be used, for example by distinguishing 
between information and claim or opinion,  

• Deploys knowledge of the historical context to illuminate and/or discuss 
the limitations of what can be gained from the content of the source 
material, displaying secure understanding of the need to interpret 
source material in the context of the values and concerns of the society 
from which it is drawn.  

• Evaluation of the source material uses valid criteria which are justified 
and fully applied. Evaluation takes into account the weight the evidence 
will bear as part of coming to a judgement and, where appropriate, 
distinguishes between the degree of certainty with which aspects of it 
can be used as the basis for claims.	  
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Sections B and C 
Target: AO1: Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to 
analyse and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated 
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, continuity, 
similarity, difference and significance. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
1 1–3 

	  
	  
	  
	  

• Simple or generalised statements are made about the topic.  
• Some accurate and relevant knowledge is included, but it lacks range 

and depth and does not directly address the question.  
• The overall judgement is missing or asserted. 
• There is little, if any, evidence of attempts to structure the answer, and 

the answer overall lacks coherence and precision.	  
2 4–7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• There is limited analysis of some key features of the period relevant to 
the question, but descriptive passages are included that are not clearly 
shown to relate to the focus of the question. 

• Mostly accurate and relevant knowledge is included, but lacks range or 
depth and has only implicit links to the demands and conceptual focus of 
the question.  

• An overall judgement is given but with limited substantiation and the 
criteria for judgement are left implicit. 

• The answer shows some attempts at organisation, but most of the 
answer is lacking in coherence, clarity and precision. 

3 8–12 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

• There is some analysis of, and attempt to explain links between, the 
relevant key features of the period and the question, although 
descriptive passages may be included. 

• Mostly accurate and relevant knowledge is included to demonstrate some 
understanding of the demands and conceptual focus of the question, but 
material lacks range or depth. 

• Attempts are made to establish criteria for judgement and to relate the 
overall judgement to them, although with weak substantiation. 

• The answer shows some organisation. The general trend of the argument 
is clear, but parts of it lack logic, coherence and precision.	  

4 13–16 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

• Key issues relevant to the question are explored by an analysis of the 
relationships between key features of the period, although treatment of 
issues may be uneven.  

• Sufficient knowledge is deployed to demonstrate understanding of the 
demands and conceptual focus of the question and to meet most of its 
demands. 

• Valid criteria by which the question can be judged are established and 
applied in the process of coming to a judgement. Although some of the 
evaluations may be only partly substantiated, the overall judgement is 
supported.  

• The answer is generally well organised. The argument is logical and is 
communicated with clarity, although in a few places it may lack 
coherence and precision.	  

5 17–20 
	  
	  

• Key issues relevant to the question are explored by a sustained analysis 
of the relationships between key features of the period. 

• Sufficient knowledge is deployed to demonstrate understanding of the 
demands and conceptual focus of the question, and to respond fully to its 
demands.  

• Valid criteria by which the question can be judged are established and 
applied and their relative significance evaluated in the process of 
reaching and substantiating the overall judgement. 

• The answer is well organised. The argument is logical and coherent 
throughout and is communicated with clarity and precision.	  
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Section A: indicative content 
Option 37.1: The changing nature of warfare, 1859–1991: perception and reality 
Question Indicative content 
1 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in 

relation to the qualities outlined in the generic mark scheme. The indicative 
content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not required to include all 
the material which is indicated as relevant. Other relevant material not 
suggested below must also be credited. 

Candidates must analyse and evaluate the source to consider its value in 
revealing the attitudes and approaches of the German army High Command to 
an attack on France in 1940. The author of the extract is named in the 
specification – candidates can therefore be expected to know about him and 
should be aware of the context, namely the attack on France in 1940. 
1. The following points could be made about the origin and nature of the 

source and applied when giving weight to information and inferences: 
• The author, as a highly placed German general and Germany's leading 

expert on tank warfare, is in a position to offer insight 
• He appears to be confident enough to argue with his superiors and to 

have a good grasp of the overall strategy 
• He is writing over 10 years after the event and with the benefit of 

hindsight 
• He may be exaggerating points to boost his own position and importance, 

as with many memoirs. 

2. The following inferences and significant points of information could be drawn 
and supported from the source: 

Attitudes: 
• It claims that the High Command had little enthusiasm for attack – they 

had been spurred on by Hitler 
• It claims that it was only with reluctance that the High Command 

examined Manstein’s plan and under pressure from Hitler 
• It suggests resentment of those challenging its assumptions and hence 

the removal of Manstein  
• It claims that there was little faith in the success of an attack. 
Approaches: 
• It suggests that the fundamental approach of the original plan was 

unimaginative, relying on a long-standing and traditional strategy 
• It suggests suspicion of the original strategic conceptions in Manstein's 

plan in breaking the French Front through the Ardennes 
• It claims that the High Command believed armoured divisions should be 

employed only to secure the way for the infantry. 
3. Knowledge of historical context should be deployed to support and develop 

inferences and to confirm the value of the source in revealing the attitude 
and approaches of the German High Command to the attack on France. 
Relevant points may include: 
• Guderian, as the author of Achtung Panzer in 1937, was at the forefront 

of those advocating a new approach 
• The Manstein Plan turned out to be brilliantly successful and hence it was 

in Guderian's interest to claim as much credit as possible and to minimise 
the number of senior officers who backed it  

• There was a large element of luck in the success of the plan – in this 
sense, Halder's estimate that it had a 10 per cent chance of success was 
realistic and Guderian was almost foolhardy in his optimism. 
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Option 37.2: Germany 1871–1990: united, divided and reunited 
Question Indicative content 
2 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in 

relation to the qualities outlined in the generic mark scheme. The indicative 
content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not required to include all 
the material which is indicated as relevant. Other relevant material not suggested 
below must also be credited. 

Candidates must analyse and evaluate the source to consider its value in 
revealing approaches of the new Nazi regime to potential opposition in 1933 and 
is success in suppressing it. The author of the extract is not named in the 
specification and therefore candidates cannot be expected to know about him but 
should be aware of the context, namely the events in Germany in 1933. 

1. The following points could be made about the origin and nature of the source 
and applied when giving weight to information and inferences: 

• The position of the author as an educated and well-informed observer 
living in the capital city at the time he describes 

• He was not a member of any opposition party  
• There is a mass of telling detail covering a range of activities that an 

educated young man might be interested in 
• It was written six years later and in exile, so it may have a justificatory 

purpose, but appears not to have been intended for publication. 

2. The following inferences and significant points of information could be drawn 
and supported from the source: 

Approaches to potential opposition: 
• It suggests that the Nazi regime operated with great thoroughness in 

dealing with a range of actual and potential critics  
• It suggests that the threat and use of extreme violence was well known  
• It suggests that there was a deliberate attempt to create an atmosphere of 

intimidation  
• It suggests that government moves were measured and stealthy and 

difficult to resist. 

Successes in suppressing it: 

• It suggests that across a wide range of areas the regime imposed its will 
and removed opponents, real or imaginary  

• It provides evidence that the regime was able to impose a climate of fear 
upon the population  

• It provides evidence that eminence and celebrity appear to have been no 
protection. 

3. Knowledge of historical context should be deployed to support and develop 
inferences and to confirm the value of the source in revealing approaches to 
opposition in 1933 and the success of the Nazi regime in dealing with it. 
Relevant points may include: 

• In 1933 there was a gradual, but effective, Nazi consolidation of power 
• Most of the steps taken were 'constitutional', e.g. the Enabling Act of March 
• The process of Gleichschaltung is well illustrated here 
• The author's middle class and Berlin perspective perhaps leads him to 

ignore the suppression of the trade unions and the militant left in the big 
industrial areas 

• The extract tends to give a sense of helplessness in the face of the regime, 
but little sense of the degree of support for the Nazis which, it can be 
argued, made it that much more effective in suppressing its opponents. 
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Section B: indicative content 
Option 37.1: The changing nature of warfare, 1859–1991: perception and reality 
Question Indicative content 
3 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in 

relation to the qualities outlined in the generic mark scheme. The indicative 
content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not required to include all 
the material which is indicated as relevant. 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement on how far May 1943 was a 
turning point in the Battle of the Atlantic, 1939–45. 

Arguments and evidence that May 1943 was a turning point should be analysed 
and evaluated. Relevant points may include: 

• The strength of the German position prior to May – the German U-boat fleet 
had reached its largest extent with 300 boats in commission and 70 on 
station 

• The German U-boats sank 510,000 tons of shipping in March 1943 for the 
loss of few U-boats  

• The position was dramatically reversed in May with the loss of only six 
merchant ships, but 20 U-boats were lost 

• Dönitz decided to withdraw all U-boats from the North Atlantic  

• Dönitz sent U-boats back in September but lost 59 in return for only nine 
merchant ships sunk by December  

• From May, over 96 per cent of allied ships crossed the Atlantic safely. 

Arguments and evidence against the proposition should be analysed and 
evaluated. Relevant points may include: 

• New levels of shipbuilding were significant, and it was in July 1943 that a 
record high of 200 ships built in a month was achieved – the Germans could 
never hope to match this with sinkings 

• The crucial breakthrough in breaking the German Naval Code was significant 
and took place partially in December 1942, but not to full effect until the 
autumn of 1943 

• Germany continued to work on new submarines, which were faster and 
harder to detect, and these were deployed in 1945 

• Fast liners used as troopships were almost invulnerable to slow moving  
U-boats in most circumstances. 

Other relevant material must be credited. 
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Question Indicative content 
4 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in 

relation to the qualities outlined in the generic mark scheme. The indicative 
content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not required to include all 
the material which is indicated as relevant. 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement about how accurate it is to say 
that the use of US air power had no effect on the outcome of the war in Vietnam.  

Arguments and evidence supporting the statement that US air power had no 
effect should be analysed and evaluated. Relevant points may include: 

• The USA had massive air superiority and dropped a greater tonnage of 
bombs than in the whole of the Second World War, yet it still lost  

• Huge quantities of bombs were dropped in an attempt to impede communist 
supply lines, but on the Ho Chi Minh Trail, statistically, there was more risk 
from snake bite than US bombing  

• The US displayed excessive caution, according to air power specialists, in 
attacking North Vietnam, particularly near the Chinese border 

• SAM missiles used by the Vietcong often forced US strategic bombers to fly 
too high for accuracy  

• The jungle cover limited the tactical effectiveness of US air power. 

Arguments and evidence contradicting the statement should be analysed and 
evaluated. Relevant points may include:	  

• Air power was effective in blunting the NVA offensive of 1972 

• The use of air power against Hanoi in late 1972 was crucial in forcing the 
North to a compromise in negotiations with the Nixon Government 

• Where the NVA chose to make a conventional attack, as in the la Drang 
valley in 1965, US air power contributed significantly to inflicting defeat  

• The widespread use of helicopters was an enormous asset to the US Army in 
attack and in the evacuation of the wounded, which had great benefit in 
maintaining morale. 

Other relevant material must be credited. 
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Option 37.2: Germany 1871–1990: united, divided and reunited 
Question Indicative content 
5 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in 

relation to the qualities outlined in the generic mark scheme. The indicative 
content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not required to include all 
the material which is indicated as relevant. 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement on the extent to which Bismarck 
succeeded in reducing divisions in the new Germany in the years 1871–79. 

Arguments and evidence supporting the proposition about the extent of 
Bismarck's success in reducing divisions in these years should be analysed and 
evaluated. Relevant points may include:  

• The effective cooperation with the National Liberals, the largest party in the 
Reichstag until 1878 

• The establishing of a uniform coinage  

• The setting up of an Imperial Bank (1875)  

• The establishing of a new commercial code for trade and industry. 

• The legal reforms, e.g. uniform legal procedures were established across the 
Reich. 

Arguments and evidence contradicting the proposition about the extent of 
Bismarck's success in reducing divisions in these years should be analysed and 
evaluated. Relevant points may include.	  	  

• Germany was a federal state and there were considerable variations in each 
state's constitutional arrangements 

• The armies of the separate states remained 

• The Kulturkampf heightened tensions with the large Roman Catholic 
minority  

• Minorities on the borders of the Reich continued to vote for separatist 
candidates in elections  

• The growing working class increasingly identified with the marxist Social 
Democrats, increasing social and political tensions 

• Bismarck introduced the divisive Anti-Socialist Law in 1878. 

Other relevant material must be credited. 
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Question Indicative content 
6 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in 

relation to the qualities outlined in the generic mark scheme. The indicative 
content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not required to include all 
the material which is indicated as relevant. 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement on the suggestion that it was the 
flood of refugees from East Germany to West Germany that made unification 
inevitable in 1990.  

Arguments and evidence supporting the proposition about the flood of refugees 
making reunification inevitable should be analysed and evaluated. Relevant 
points may include: 

• In the winter of 1989–90, around 2,000 crossed from East to West Germany 
each day, and this was predicted to reach one million per year 

• The strains placed on the West German housing and social welfare system 
were becoming intolerable 

• The flood of refugees added to the existing temporary unemployment 
problem in West Germany 

• In East Germany, the loss of skilled workers threatened economic collapse  

• Managing the flood of refugees through unification seemed increasingly an 
easier option in the West than raising taxes to support refugees. 

Arguments and evidence contradicting the proposition about the flood of refugees 
making reunification inevitable should be analysed and evaluated. Relevant 
points may include: 

• Honecker’s illness and intransigence, undermining the long-standing 
government of the GDR  

• The importance of ‘Wir sind ein Volk’ 

• There were enormous additional economic problems in the East, including 
state debts  

• The willingness of Kohl to push for unification and throw the resources of the 
CDU into the elections in East Germany 

• The fact that Gorbachev and the Russian leadership were distracted by 
domestic problems 

• The generous agreement of Kohl and the Federal Republic to accept 
currency unification at parity. 

Other relevant material must be credited. 
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Section C: indicative content 
Option 37.1: The changing nature of warfare, 1859–1991: perception and reality 
Question Indicative content 
7 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in 

relation to the qualities outlined in the generic mark scheme. The indicative 
content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not required to include all 
the material which is indicated as relevant. 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement as to how far, throughout the 
period 1861–1991, the popular portrayal and remembrance of war in the USA has 
been focused on heroism rather than suffering and death. 

Arguments and evidence supporting the proposition that popular portrayals and 
remembrance have focused more on heroism should be analysed and evaluated. 
Relevant points may include: 

• Veterans' parades took place for decades after the US Civil War with stirring 
speeches on heroism. Generals on both sides continued to be portrayed as 
heroic figures  

• The bestselling novel in the late nineteenth century The Red Badge of 
Courage, portrayed the triumph of courage over cowardice 

• The heroic antics of the 'rough riders' dominated reportage of the Spanish 
American War  

• The overwhelming number of popular fictional portrayals of the Second 
World War focus on heroism in a just cause, e.g. The Sands of Iwo Jima 

• Early and popular portrayals of the Vietnam War were positive in their 
portrayal of combat, e.g. The Green Berets. 

Arguments and evidence contradicting or modifying the proposition should be 
analysed and evaluated. Relevant points may include:	  

• The use of photography in the Civil War showed civilians the carnage of 
battles  

• The Spanish American War produced a bitter anti-war piece of writing from 
Mark Twain condemning the massacre of 600 civilians in the Philippines by 
US troops  

• The First World War led to the production of a series of films stressing the 
horror and pointlessness of war, the most famous of which was All Quiet on 
the Western Front 

• From the late 1960s, portrayals of the Second World War in film turned 
darker, e.g. Patton  

• The Vietnam War eventually elicited a mass of bleak portrayals, e.g. 
Apocalypse Now. 

Other relevant material must be credited. 
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Question Indicative content 
8 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in 

relation to the qualities outlined in the generic mark scheme. The indicative 
content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not required to include all 
the material which is indicated as relevant. 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement as to how far, throughout the 
period 1861–1991, successive US governments were largely successful in gaining 
and keeping widespread public support for armed conflict when the nation was at 
war.  

Arguments and evidence supporting the idea that US governments were largely 
successful in gaining and keeping support should be analysed and evaluated. 
Relevant points may include:	  

• The governments of both the Confederacy and the Union were successful in 
gaining large numbers of volunteers for their armies  

• The outbreak of the Spanish-American War was greeted with wild jubilation 
and widespread support in the media  

• There was widespread support for the US war effort in 1917–18, as shown 
by the numbers of volunteers and the popularity of the crackdown on the 
small number of dissidents 

• The nature of the outbreak of the Second World War in 1941 ensured 
widespread support, which continued 

• The Vietnam War initially commanded widespread support and enjoyed 
majority support to 1973, according to opinion polls.  

Arguments and evidence contradicting the idea should be analysed and 
evaluated. Relevant points may include:  

• There was considerable opposition in the north to the Conscription Act of 
1863 and riots in New York; there was growing and widespread desertion 
from the Confederate Armies by 1864–65  

• The short duration of the Spanish-American War did not allow for real 
opposition to develop 

• Many Americans of German and Irish descent were less than enthusiastic 
about the First World War, as indicated by the authorities’ crackdown on 
dissidents 

• Support for the Second World War was in part a result of increased 
prosperity and falling unemployment rather than government propaganda  

• The Vietnam War attracted an increasingly vocal minority of opponents 
particularly amongst the young; there was growing and serious opposition in 
Congress. 

Other relevant material must be credited. 
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Option 37.2: Germany 1871–1990: united, divided and reunited 
Question Indicative content 
9 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in 

relation to the qualities outlined in the generic mark scheme. The indicative 
content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not required to include all 
the material which is indicated as relevant. 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement on the suggestion that 
government intervention in the economy was the crucial factor in maintaining 
German prosperity in the years 1871–1990. 

Arguments and evidence supporting the proposition should be analysed and 
evaluated. Relevant points may include:  

• The adoption of a tariff in 1879 protected German agriculture and helped 
the growing German iron and steel industry  

• The adoption of social welfare programmes in the 1880s aided German 
workers in sickness and old age 

• The construction of the large High Seas Fleet after 1898 stimulated the steel 
and engineering industries  

• The economic and social programmes adopted by the Nazi regime in 1933–
39 helped to promote recovery from the slump and extended benefits to 
various groups  

• The economic protectionism and the common agricultural policy of the 
European Community aided German agriculture and industry in the years 
after 1956. 

Arguments and evidence contradicting the proposition should be analysed and 
evaluated. Relevant points may include: 

• The skills of the workforce and entrepreneurial drive of the owners were 
vital to the boom in industry pre-1873 and in the period 1895–1914 

• The boom of the 1920s relied heavily on exports and foreign investment 

• The governments of 1927–32 did little to ameliorate the slump in agriculture 
or the later slump in industry  

• Marshall Aid was a US initiative that aided German recovery in the later 
1940s  

• German culture valued hard work, skills and entrepreneurial drive; these 
and exports were vital in producing the economic miracle of the 1950s 
onwards. 

Other relevant material must be credited. 
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Question Indicative content 
10 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in 

relation to the qualities outlined in the generic mark scheme. The indicative 
content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not required to include all 
the material which is indicated as relevant. 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement on the suggestion that the 
German urban working class grew steadily in importance and prosperity in the 
years 1871–1990. 

Arguments and evidence supporting the proposition should be analysed and 
evaluated. Relevant points may include: 

• The growth in urbanisation over the period increased the size of the working 
class, increasing its importance compared to the hitherto dominant 
peasantry  

• It is reflected in the growth of trade unions which were well established and 
large by 1914 – these played an important part in the 1920s and again in 
the Federal Republic post-1949 

• The political importance of the working class was shown in the growth and 
continued importance of the SPD 

• The introduction of welfare reforms in the 1880s and under the Nazis 
reflected the political importance of the urban working class 

• There was an overall rise in wage rates from 1871–1913, again in the late 
1920s and in the periods 1933–39 and 1949–90. 

Arguments and evidence contradicting the proposition should be analysed and 
evaluated. Relevant points may include: 

• There were serious setbacks to prosperity in the two world wars and in the 
severe slump of 1929–33  

• The growth in prosperity has seldom been steady – following the slump of 
1873, growth was uneven and troubled until 1895 

• The Nazi regime abolished trade unions in 1933 and free trade unions were 
only re-established post-1945 

• The post-war boom and economic miracle was punctuated by slowdowns 
and recessions, such as that following the oil price shock of 1973  

• The ‘dear food’ policies brought in by the Bismarck tariff and the Common 
Agricultural Policy favoured rural Germany and indicate that the interests of 
the working class could be ignored and therefore their importance was not 
great. 

Other relevant material must be credited. 
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